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Looking Outwards: 

The DesirMED project - Demonstration and 
mainstrEaming of nature-based Solutions for 
climate Resilient transformation in the 
MEDiterranean
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DesirMED – Objective and ambition

DesirMED’s main objective is to strengthen knowledge and capabilities of Med regions and communities to take leadership and ownership in 
their transformative CCA pathways and accelerate the implementation of transformative solutions required to increase their resilience over 
the long term.
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DesirMED – DRs&RRs

DesirMED joins two cohorts 
of Med regions to test and 

implement innovations needed to 
build climate-resilience across Key 

Community Systems:

            5 Demonstrating 
            Regions (DRs)

            3 Replicating
            Regions (RRs) 
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DesirMED – Methodology 

Three main components (and related innovation areas and processes) 
define the DesirMED’s approach: 

Regional Transformative Adaptation Journey: peer-to-peer exchange 
between DR&RRs will be at the cornerstone in the formulation of 
transformative adaptation journeys, considering SH engagement strategies, 
information and knowledge access, and infrastructure and governance 
solutions.

Enabling conditions for innovation and transformative action: based on 
those defined within the Mission CCA Implementation Plan (Knowledge and 
Data, Governance and Engagement, Behavioural Change, and Finance and 
Resources).

Impact at scale: DesirMED will enable regions and communities to take the 
leadership in their Transformative Adaptation Journeys.

Co-creation activities are at the core of all policy design processes in the 
regions, where scientists will support regional partners in organizing and 
planning their Regional Transformative Adaptation Pathways.

1

2

3



Grant Agreement No. 101112972

DR3 – Sardinia Region (IT)

Current climate impacts and vulnerabilities: sea level rise and 
increase of extreme weather events, posing threats such as 
biodiversity and ecosystem services loss and coastal erosion.

Transformation scenarios through DesirMED: 
• Predicting the morphological evolution of coastal systems;
• Coastal monitoring, coastal planning, design using naturalistic 

engineering techniques;
• Sand-dune restoration
• Design of blue-green solutions, involving fisheries and 

acquaculture, agriculture and tourism sectors and biodiversity 
protection. 

• Testing innovative governance solutions for nature conservation.
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DR4 – Split-Dalmatia County (HR)

Current climate impacts and vulnerabilities: heat waves, droughts, 
flash flooding, coastal floods, and storm surges.

Transformation scenarios through DesirMED: 
• Innovative NbS for narrow coastal strip as a protection from 

flooding and erosion
• Solutions for increasing soil permeability,
• "Greening" of beaches – coastal afforestation for erosion 

protection and temperature alleviation,
• Renaturalization of tributaries (Jadro River area)
• NbS for Urban-Heat Islands
• Innovative financing solutions for NbS
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DR5 - Eastern Macedonia & Thrace (EL)

Current climate impacts and vulnerabilities: forest fires, floods, and 
coastal erosion

Transformation scenarios through DesirMED: 
▪ Site-specific studies of geotubes impact on coastal protection and 

NbS for flood adaptation,
▪ Site-specific study of Constructed Wetlands performance as a 

wastewater treatment system



Looking Inwards: 



Governance needs?

Legislative framework
Update of Databases
Monitoring and Assessment
Improvement of stakeholder / citizen participation mechanisms 



National ICZM Strategy and Action Plan 2018-2028
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Monitoring and Assessment

Database and information publicly available 
on the DLS portal
Good Environmental Status indicators:

Common Indicator CI 15: Location and 
extent of habitats directly affected by 
variations in hydrographic parameters.
Common Indicator CI 16: Length of 
coastline subject to physical disturbance 
due to human-made impacts
Common Indicator CI 25: Land use 
changes



Getting community buy-in? 
Experience from the Cape 

Dolos Strategic Community 
Development Plan





THANK YOU

https://pandoteira.cy
ΤΜΗΜΑ ΠΕΡΙΒΑΛΛΟΝΤΟΣ. ΥΠΟΥΡΓΕΙΟ ΓΕΩΡΓΙΑΣ, ΑΓΡΟΤΙΚΗΣ ΑΝΑΠΤΥΞΗΣ ΚΑΙ ΠΕΡΙΒΑΛΛΟΝΤΟΣ

https://physis.cy/
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